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DECLA RATION 


BY 


ut the City of LONDON ; as well 
thofe called Anabaptifis, as others. 


In way of Vindication of themlelves. 


TOUCHING 
1. Licerty. 
CMagiftracy. | 
3- Proprsety. 
4. Polygamie, 


WHEREIN 


Their the particular men. 
tioned are tendred to con to prevent 
mif- -anderftanding. 


| as 


1C OR. 3. | 
My to them shat examine mec is | 


PSAL. 35. 11. 
Falfe witneffis did rifeup : they layed te my charge things that I knew 


not, 


‘Printed by M. Simmonsfor Henry Overton iv Pope head Alley, 1647. : 
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DECLARATION 


4 


all in, 
and about the Citie of LON- 
ON, as well, 8c; | 


| es of their p 
ay Opinions about matters of Religion. Andit can- 
notbe denyed , but chat the erroneous opinions 
irregnlar pra Stices of fone particular perfors making profeffi- 
on of the as way, and under the fame denomination 
with the fervants of God have from dmeto time mini- 
fred occafion to the ignorant and weake to mif-conceive, and op- 
portunity and advantage to the malicious to mifbape che ftate and 
of che judgments & wayes of che generality of people fea- 


tng Godjand before bin sruth with all their 


| 

ae ae» is no new ching for the people of God , to be 

Oy malice mif-reprefented by fome, and 

through weaknefle mif-apprehended by others,as 


Whar li- 
berty 
pleaded 
fer. 


of adverfaries, tocloath us inthe skins of Savage beafts, that js 


And in as much as we finde it in thefe our dayes tobe the polic 


to father fuch opinions, and faften fuch imputations upon us to 
engage the world againftus, and to provoke all men to fall upon 
us, as,in which if there were matter of truth anfwerable to pre 
tence, would indeed render us unworthy the fociety of men. And 
tor as much alfoas there are fome fad examples in the Land, of the 
vanity and wickednefle of fomemen, who,having profefled the fam: 
way Of worihiping God, & been called by the fame name with our 
{elves , have fo farre fallen from the grace of God and the princi 
ples of their profeflidh,.as not onely to doe things inconvenient and 
unworthy che name 6f Chriftiins, yeaofmen , butalfo to ju fife 
themfelves therein as well-doers, to the great reproach of the Gof- 
pell, che breaking of our hearts, and the offence of the world _be- 
tore whom they Have laid the ftsmbling blocke of their iniquity 59 wee 
cannot but judge,thar, both in relation to the Gofpell it felfe, (che 
honour of which is in great part involved in the innocency and he 
nour, of thofe people that hold. it out unto the world, and accor 
dingly fufters in reproaches.) ab likewile in relation to menot 
the world, who hardeq themfelves againit the 
way of God and his fervants upon the fore-mentioned occafion 
(the undeceiving and enlightning of whom lyes upon us as a duty 
tobe endeayoured::.) yea and in relation to our owne innoceny 
and integrity, the which we are bound to vindicate on, thid- de 
halfe : a neceflicy lyes us todoe fome a& , by whi 
truth and reallicy of our judgements and principles 
things, wherein we fo undefervedly fuffer in the thoughts Ofmen, 
may be brought out into an open light, to;be beheld and know 
ofall men ; which then ( wedoubt not), will be found to bee no- 
thing lefic, then what many hayefanciedthem tobe. 
We are very fenfible that fome. men have even filled thew 
with the noyfe of their out-cryes againit us, as if wee were the & 
vocates of all licentious liberty, diforder and confufion ; but, how 


ord 
unjuftly, will one day a tothirfhame. .. 

crue, we have allerted that 8 belongifg uineg 
in fome refpe& and confideration may be ca a liberty. Bat 
what /iderty? Not a libertyco harmeany man in word or -_ 


t 


. 
| 
>> 


a liberty for any man tobecorrupr, vaine, loofe or inordf= 


~ fation, making no encroachments upon the Civill power, nor 


venge all difobedience, ec. (¢) 


“aecompanied with an 
bad beene lew given 


(5) 


natein judgment, or converfation : for fuch a /éberty as this cand 
no man good. And God that knowes our hearts knowes that a 
defire not any /2berty for any , but in order to the good of all. 


We have indeed thought this but reafonable ; That'while men 
behave themfelves peaceably and juftly as touching civill conver- 


any breaches upon the names and reputations , the eftates or 
‘bodies of men , nor doing things inconfiftent with morall prin- 
ciples; they fhould not fuffer in their names , bodies, or eftates 
from the hands of the Civill Magiftrate, or any other men who- 
foever, meerely for what they confcientioufly do , in things per- 
taining to the worthip of God. Hh bar 


| | 

And when wefo fay ; weedoe not all exempt from corre&lon 
any fuch offences or mifcarriages of men , a8 are about matters 
meerely Ecclefiafticall , and which are committed againft che po- 
wer and Scepter of Chrilts Kingdome onely : provided it be by 
wer and meanes fuitable tothe nature of fuch tranfgreflions. 
which power and meanes, wee conceive to be che Word of 
God and Divine Cenfures : which as they are proper inkinde. 

inordinacies and delinquencics a8 thele$ 


are they mighty in power and efficacy to effectuate. che fame. 
Bring able through God ( who’hath appointed: them for that pute 
5 to pull dovwne firong bolds to caft imaginations, and (©) 2 Cor. 
every high thing tbat exales'i¢' ag ainft- rhe kuowledge of Gad 415. 
bring inte captivity every thoughs 10 the obedience af Chrift , and to\rer 


~ God wh hath-made nothing in vaine , having once 
found one kinde of meanes fit for his hand co accomplith his end 
‘by, isnot wont to confticue another for the fame purpofe. Up- 
‘on: which principle of truth the Apoftle builds a great affertion, 
which could bave given y 

ceoufnefle 


| 


0 
| 
d 
| 


teottinelle fhould have beene by che Law. (f) If the Lap 


had beetie given by God for that end,, that men might bee jnfi. 
fied: by it, hee would then never have infticuced another way 
and.meanes, fuch as is that which is by faich, for che fame par 
pofe. And therefore wee conceive, chat with the fame reafon 
and: eruch ic may bee .aflerted, that if God hath infticuted and 
both: and effeCtuall remedies againft fuch evills as oppole 
a fpiricuall power and ftate only ( the affirmative whereof is be 
fore proved) then hee hath noc fuperadded another power and 


meanes, and that of an inferiour nature, fuch asis that which 
is but fecular, for che fame end. 


bats of » nd fall. 
ciency reng vangelicall piricuall power to 
heale fuch diftempers in men as chefle are, fo wee conceive the 
‘Civill power to bee deficient in both. For that being inics ia 

: tare only fuch as it is in denomination , viz. fecular or world- 
d1Pet.2. tys (4) thedire& and proper operations and effeds of it , 
43. mot like to bee (piri Becaufe all proper effects are at 

but commenfurable to che nature and being of cheir caufes. The 

-a Joh 3.6. ic born of the is (¢) ( fath our Saviour )xbatis, ie 
bus fieh ; of anature and condition anfwering iis caufe produ 

_ Ging ic. And therefore the inaate and intri property of 

the powers and authorities of this world being terrene, and cae 

Culated only for che affaires thereof ; we conceive 


they are not 9 
2a& but within cheir owne foheare: or if chey thall a 
tempt co doe otherwife , and difappoiniment is 
the undertaking , is the beft that can rationally bee expected, . 


“ili .-compui ive power therein; ( notco fay whe 
the Magi ttrare may doe imrecummending to the 


the } wn de no lett chen a) irregularity for a 


{ 
| 


A od as it would Scate Bo 
if 


| 
fo asto exercife acoerfive and worldly hower there= 
is , by infi€@ing a worldly and corporal! punifhment oa 
men for anon-obfervation of them. | 


But as the Apoftles, when they preached the Do@rine 
of Juftification by faith alone, excluding the workes of 
! the Law, as having no part nor fellowfhip in that mat- 
_ rer; were cryed out as deftroyers of the Law, though 

in other refpe&s, and fuch as were proper to the Law, 
they were che great aflertors of ic : even fo while wee doe 
but goe about by way of. debate and argument, to keepe - 
and preferve the Civill power within its dueand proper 
bounds , diftin& , and unconfounded with that power 
which is guice of another nature ; wee are exclaimed a- 
gainft by fome ( who have the boldneflé to affirme, or 
the weakenefle to believe ) as if wee were enemies to | 
all Magiftracy and Governemenc., or as if weintendedto 
throw downe thofe hedges that are fet about mens e- 
fates, and-to lay both the one-and:the other common’: 
Though che truth is , wee have been, and relolve co-bee 
power , Magiltracy , government , 
the Liberty of mens perfone, and propriety of cheirc- 
hates ( to fpeake withontwanity ) as any other men who- 


And therefore wee detiarein chefutft place That man Mapittr sey 
fallen perfedtion , in 


God : 


( 8) 
God, and daily experience willabundantly witnefle : We 
cannot but apprehend an abfolute neceflity , both of Go. 
vernours , and Government, to bridle and reftraine men 

_ _ from falling fouleone upon another , and from doing 

Tim. things deftru@tive ,. notonely to the-honour, and rights, 
994° bat even tothe fatety and beings of others. For whilf 
thofenoyfome lufts doe rage, and raigne in men; what 

other thing can be Imagined fufficient co guard the per- 

fons, the honour and eftates of men from fuffering vio- 

‘ lence, but the fword of the Magiftrate ? And therefore, 

looke what neceflitie there is for mento enjoy themfelve 

in fafety, and honour, the fame neceflicy there is of Laws 
andGovernourss 


And as Magiftracy and government in generall is the 
Ordimanice of God , which hein love to the world hath ap 
*Rom. 13. pointed for thegood of men(*). And as wedoe not dif- 


1, 2. 4. approve any forme of Civill which hath a di- 
tendancie and fubordination to its end ; fowe 


proper 
doe frecly-acknowledge, chat a Kingly government, bout 
ded by juft and wholfome Lawes, is both allowed by God, 


and a gaod accommodation unto men. ( ‘) 
13214. And howevertit be ‘a thing very defirable to have fuch 


2 to bee governours; asfearethe Lord, in as much a3 

gether with their morall principles , they are under the 
emne engagement of Chriftianity to execute Judgement 

vor 5 and) faishfully co difcharge 

be thotereadieto prote& 


their truft ; and 


whatever 


othe\icammont 
| whereof is his charge. 


rethe hetred:of world ) and to propagate th 
then other men will be: ye 

'‘Magifteate is in point of Religion, he isto be reve 
dee! not intrencti ‘upon ile in oppofitign: to the 


(7) 


And in as much as variety of actions,and unanimity in en- 
deavours,are neeeflary inthe management of publique affaires, 
And {inceevery man is not alike qualified torthe fame aéti-. 
on, nor hath thae difcretion and propenifion of his owne ac- 
cord to fall into that place which is moft proper for him;and 
fince alfo there is fo much darknefle remainingin the mindes 
ofmen, as to make them fubje& to call evill,good,and good, 
evill;and fo much pride in their hearts,as to make their owne 
willsa Law not unto themfelves onely, but unto others alfo ; 
it cannot but be very prejudiciall to humane fociety , and the 
_ promotion of the good of Commonwealths, Cities, Armies, 

or families, to admit of a parity,or all to be equall in power. 
Becaufe there being (in this cafe) a Liberty for every man to 
follow the dictates of his own underftanding, and to aéas he 
pleafeth in reference to the Publique, what can be expected but 
diforders, confufions, jealouties, factions, yea Civill warres 
themfelves ?. For as mens apprehefinons of the common inte- 
re‘t, but efpecially their opinions of the conduciblenefle of 
means thereunto, are( almoft infinitely ) vavious,and contra- 
dittious to each other: fois it neal for them to indulge 
their owne opinions,and violently to purfite, even unto blood, 
their own meanes, which feeme only to themfelves to be fuch; 
and that in oppofitionto-thofe means, which in the eye of wi- 
fer men, and in themfelves,are fuch, indeed.’ And therfore we 
cannot but conclude,that the ranging of men into feverall 
and fubordinate ranks and degrees, isa thing neceflary for 
the common good of men, _as being the onely meanes to re- 
move obftructions, and to preferve order, and.agreementin 
all agitations tending thereunto. 


Touching propriety wee further declare, that however the 
Wants and neceffities of men, are a call from God tothofe that Of Pro. 


have wherewithall in their hands to minifter tothem and.re~ Priety" 
lieve them in their need; and that where the love of God dwels 
Nchly in the foule it doth enlarge the heart of men in c 

fion,and their hands in bounty towacds their brethren indie 
ftieffe, who are as their owne flefb , yet certainly for any man 
to urge fach a.commuanity amongft men in the goodthings gf 
this life as neceflary, which 

| 


| 
| 


4 
—. 
™ 


John 


Tim. 
5 8,16. 


is not only a cutting off from men one of thofe gracious Op. 
portunities which God hath put inta their hands, of exprell 
the good worke of God upon their hearts, and of difplaying 
the power and glory of his grace, but it is alfo,a rendering the 
Scriptures ( che hononrand authority whereof, is more deare 
and precious to us then our lives.) in many placess to bee but 
fo many words wricten invaine, For men by refrefhing the 
bowells of the hungry, cloathing the naked, harbouring the 
{ieanger, &c. doe not only declare, that the love of God uwells x 
them; (k) that is,a benevolent difpofition towards menin mif- 
ry,an{wering that tender,compaitionate and bountifull difpa. 
fition that is in God towards miferable men, but they doz 
God hereby an efpeciall fervice in relieving fuch, the care,and 
maintenance of whom,he hath peculiarly taken upon himfelfe. 
In which refpects amongt others, that faying of our Savi 
otir is verified, It is amore bleffed thing to give than to receive, m. 
But itall chings were common unto all, there would be no 
place left for any fuch difference a3 is between giving and re- 
ceiving, or ifthere were, both the one and the other would 
turne to the fame account. But what ever account other 
men make of fuch opportunities by which they may at once 
both bleffe the world, .and bleffe themfelves, comfort men 
and pleafe God, exprefle the grace of God to others, anden- 
dear it to themfelves, certainly, they are,and ought to be ei 
cious in our eyes: and therefore that. opinion which would ad- 
null them, cannot but bee cat out of our judgements and 
thoughts asanuncleanthing. 
“And when that Commandment( for fo ic is 
went forth unto Chri‘tian men, to prowide for their own, efpecial) 
thofe of their own boufbolds ; for that end among;t others ; that 
the Church might not be Lurdencd with them. o Undoubredly, either 
there was a difference between the Churches ftocke and that 
which particular perfons did poffefle, or elfe the Apolile mult 
needs {peak very the later of which to aflert, 
were to blafpheme that Spirit by which-he wrote. 

When Sokmon faith, Toe diligent hand maket) richs? and drewf- 
neffe fhall cloatbe a man with ragges g qactionleffe his Proverbe 
was more than Paradox,if both the and florhfull 


to inherit an equal portion. 


~ - 


\ 


| 
| 
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9) 
_ Inaword, if this conceit of community fhould itand, the 
difference between poore and rich, borrowing and lending, 
buying and felling, communicating and receiving, would all _ 
fall ; upon the toundation ,of which notwithitanding , 
. God hath built many injunétions of dury unto men, 
_ And as tor that inftance and examp!e of thofe Primitive 
Chriiians, among whom it is iaid; chat «7 things were common, 
rand that not man jaid, that the toings which be pofleffed were bis 
= sw, sit is (as wee conceive) to bee underftuod thus, The fenfe "4s 
of that bleiiednefle which was come upon them by the be- Fes 
liefe of the joyfull mellage of falvation, preachcd to them, 425, 
was fo great, vigorous and firong, and dil {& dilate and 
mlarge their hearts in good will both towards God and 
Man, that the good things of this world which they pofleffed 
were very little e ecmed, by them: and therefore they parted 
with them as freely to their brethren that had need, as men ufe 
to part with thofe things which are not their own :their parti- 
cular, propriety and interet in them, was not fo confidered 
and in ft.don as any wife to binde their hands from difperfing 
oricattering abroad, the tokens of that love and g:e.t con- 
tent under which they then were. And if more of this temper 
of heart, and bounty of hand were in the world, than now is 
tobe found amongt us, it were not a thing to be declared 
again‘t, but to be rejoyced at by Chrittians. But though thefe 
Chritians actedYo, as if they had had no intere.t, or pro- 
priety in their Eftates, yet certainly a propriety they had, nor 
was this propriety diffolved mecrly by cheic becomming Chri-, 
tians , as appeares plainly by what was {pokcn by the Apoftle 
Peter to. Ananiasy Who was im pretence one of thofe bountifull 
Benefactours afore mentioned. - 


For the Apole imreproving him for his diT mulation, in 


y 
y 
y 

> 


is pofletion, being fold, when,as hee referved part therecf 
unto himfelfe:..faich thus unto him, Woiles it remained, It: 
not thine own ? And afier st was fold, was-it not in thine ow: e power 


By which double interrogation the Apo‘ile doth emphatically,” Acts $-45 


grant and afhirme a particular aad diftin® right which hee 
confequently thofe other Benefactors had co theis 
| B 2 


{e! 10ns 


ending to dedicate to common ufe the whole price OF +4 \. 


| 


| 


o~ 


(ro) | ae, 
{efions, both before they had told them and after, anlefe they 
» had pafied the fame away by a oe act ot donation or 
tree gitt. | 
God hath built up a wall of feperation between 
the eftates of men and men, the afhrmative whereof fu tticient! 
appeares by many atts of his will, chen farre be it from us who 
profeile our felves to-be his fervants , that we fhould indevour 
throw it downe. 
And inasmuch as thofe Apoftolical! Churches themfelves 
recorded in the Scriptures, in which the glory and power of 
the Gofpell ruled, were not altogether free from {uch perions 
as turned the graceof Ged inte wantonneffe, («) and that abufed 
their liberty in the Gotpell to the gratifying of the flefh, (w) 
we cannot premife the world that they thall never finde any 
fuch among({t us. For whilft there are temptations without and 
corruptions within that fe men to the danger of falling; 
and that all men that profefle ftri&neffe in R eligion are not fo 
vigilent and wife as to ftand upon their guard,ic cannot bee but 
that offences will come. (x) 
And though fome who are willing to picke a quarrel! with 
Religious men, if elevated above the {phere of their owne atti- 
_ Vity,and are glad when they meet with any thing in their fives 
_ and wayes as will comport wich, and {mile upon that evill 
opinion they have of them: Yet we could with, that all who 
pretend to wifdome, ingenuity andhonelty, would not be fo 
injurious to God and Religicn,as to charge and par- 
ticular errors and practices, fuch as favour of the flefh,andténd 
to obfcure and darken the beauty of holinefle, either upon the 
Generallity of the fervants of God, or upon the ds and 
principles of their profeffion, but that a would put fuch a 
— herein, as becomes‘men of fobriety and truth, to 
- doe.- | 
_ And therefore, if any fcurrilous perfo ns fhall of purpof to 
blemith Religion, and to make themfelves with 
* ont as if we intended to inlarge and extend wedlock by 
eftablifhed in this Land:( in which provifion is made that 


no man {hall have above one wife at onetiine ) beyond ies dat 


(w)Gal 
‘3. 
(x) M 
a5. 7, 
OF Pe 
gamic. 
4 ‘ | 
| Opinion, 


| 

opiniun as favors plurality of wives: or if aiy wae Rave Bert 
looked upon as profeifors of réligioh have falne as 
to break through bounds not only of Religion, but of 
ralicy, and to detike chenalelves with choie that are not their 
wives,& to cover their {hame thal go about to plead the lawtul- 
nes ot polygamy :we earneitly deure,that all men may do both 
us & that way of Religion which we profefs in the world that 
right, asnotin the leaftto charge either the one or the other 
therewith,.as if we were any patrons thereof. For we do ce 

reat zeale and deteftation of foule declare and prote againtt 
the folly and flchineffe of fuch perfons, and of any {uch opi- 
nion.as is that now laft mentioned , as being contrary to the 
Scriptures of truth. 

or though God, baving the reftdue of the Spirit, could m 
the day of creation as eafily have made mere women then that (y)Male. 
one which he did create for one man (as the Prophet Malachy (¢ 
obferves,) (y) yet his pleafure was to make but une, to the end 
there might be a godly feed, or a feed of God, that is, a feed propa- 
gated according to Gods infticution and appointment. . 

And therefore our Saviour referring tothe firft infticution 
of marriage for correction of fome corruptions and abufes of 
men about marriage, faith, Have yee not read, that bee which made 
them at the beginning, made them male and female ? for thie cauje ball a (U) Mat. 
man-leave father and mother, and fhall cleave to big wif and they 
twaine (not they three or they foure, but they twaine) foal bee one 


fornication, that every man foould have bis. owne wife, (not wives) and 7**’ 
every woman ber owne husband, (not husbands. ) (a) 

And when the Apoitle gives thofe cautions concerning fuch 
who were to be chofen into the office of a Bilhop or Deacon, 
vizthat they fhould be men that had but one wife,as well as men 
undoubtedly, he accounted thé one as well as the other a blot 3.2,3- 
and matter of difhonour, otlerwife he would never have put Tit.1.6. 
tin the number of thofe things whereof he made matter o 
exception in the election of fuchOfhcers. 
Andwheri atit Lerd Jefas Chrift (who is Trath ic felfe) ut- ¢ 


wedthis. grave faying, 16-@- 
| | | 3 


| 


| 


(z) Anfwerably the Apoitles advice is , for the avoyding of (4) 1 Cor. 


~ ~ ~~ 
| 
| 


(12) 
be (ball marry anotber, cammittet) adultery, he had 
not faid true but upon this fuppofition, that aman commits 
whoredom with what ever woman he fhall marry over and be. 
fides that one wife unto which he hath firit joyned himfelfe, 
the bands of that Conjunétion not being diffolved. For other- 
wife his putting away a former wife in/urioully could no wife 
difable him froma marrying a Jater. For can a mans doing one 
unlawful! a% make him uncapable of doing another a& that’s 
lawfull ? And therefore as all other words of the lips of 
Jefus Chri?, which continually dropp’d wiiedom and grace, 
are dear and precious tous, fo thefe alfo have taken hold of 
our hearts fo, as to caufe us to abominate the very opinion, 
and how much more the practice of Polygamy, as ri.ing up in 
oppoiition again{t them] 

Thushaving fhaken off thofe Vipers of calumnie and re- 
proach, which {ome unworthily have laboured to ta'ten upon 
us : and having cleared our own innocency both before Angels 
and men, asstouching thofe things whereof either in whole or 
in part we have been either accufed or fufpected by malevolent 
men : our hape is, that al! men (except thofe that have ioyned 
themfelves in a confederacie with Hell , and have ftrucke hands 


with the Devil, as being refolved with him to accule te bretbren) 
_ into whofe hands this ingenuous and folemn Declaration of 


our felves fhall come, will both perceive and believe thar wee 
are no friends or favourers either of thofe unrighteous wayes 
againft which we have now declared more'particularly, or of 
any other thing that is contrary to wholefome Dogrinced 

For fo farre are we from patronizing or tolerating any 
thing of this nature, that our earneft defire is , that the Magi- 
frate into whofe hand the fword of ju tice is put, may draw it 
out impartially againft all thofe whether pretenders, or not 
pretenders to any ftri&neffe in Religion | that doe in word oF 
deed diftarbe the Civil peace of the I.and\ in doing or fpeaking 
things deftrn&tive tothe honour, fafery or intere!ts 6f'men , in 

And our unfained defre likewife is, that wee with all other 
men, and all other men with us, may #y pureneffe,ty knowledyes# 
long-luffering, by kindneffe, by the Holy Ghoft, by teve unfained te 


word 


> 
. 
> 


7 
word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of ripened on the 
rivbt hand and on the left (e) oppofe and conten 


on or converfation rifes up againft the honour of the Cofpell, 
and the os of men, That fo the civill and ‘eternal! 
peace of men may by the {word of the Magiftrate be fecured on 


againft all un- (9) 2 Cor. 


righteouinefle of men, and what everin them, either in Opini- — 


the one hand, and cheir {piricuall and internal] peace effected, ° 


maintained and defended by the {word of the Spirit on the o- 
therhand, from iuttering by the hands of thofe flejbly lufts, 
crooked and perverfe imaginations which war againft the foule.(f)* 

The high and honourable advancement of which peace of 
meri in both kinds, {hall through the helpe of the moft High, 
be the fubject matter of our fiudies, labours and prayers , a 
ring our pilgrimage on earth, that God in all things may bee 
glorified through Jefus Chrift; to whom be praife in all. the 
Churches of the Saints. Amen, 


| 


| 


| 


(f) t 


| 


